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WASHINGTON — According to the -

Theory of Cognitive Dissonance pro-
pounded two decades ago by Prof.
Leon Festinger, the human mind tries
to block out information not coasonant
with previous beliefs or actions: For
example, a recent purchaser of a
Panasonic videotape recorder tries

not to read ads for Sony Betamax.

Imagine the unwanted dissonance,
then, jangling in the heads of people
who want both (a) to eviscerate the
C.I.A. and (b) to topple the Govern-

' ment of South Africa — when cone-

fronted with the fact that our C.I.A.

was caught red-handed in the act of,

spying on South Africa.” .-.}-

The- fact that we were spying is not :

realiy in. dispute: The twin-engined
Beechcraft turboprop used by the U.S.
Embassy was secretly equipped with
photographic gear and has probably

been gathering intelligence for years, -

The South Africans zapped us pub-
licly — not so much for spying, as for

hypocrisy. They have been conducting -

the sort of investigation that none of

the African dictatorships would per- .-
mit — into internal corruption — and:

we have reacted with great self-right- "

eousness to their efforts to influence

American media. So the South Afri-
cans are asking us to turn some of our - -

moral outrage inward, and to apolo-
gize for using our hawk-eyed dove.

The Carter. Administration reaction

"is to refuse to apclogize (which is

proper — sorry, Charlie, spying is .

spying) and to complain that South
Alrica is breaking spy-catching rules
by going public (which is silly).

But then one of the pooh-poohers at
State went too far in minimizing our
operation: Shucks, the
spokesman argued, we don’t really
need pictures from the Ambassador’s

faceless -

-plane because we already have ade.

quate aerial surveillance by satellite.

That raised a good question: Why,

when we have a KH-11 spy in the sky

capable of reading license plates in the

Kremlin, do we need a military

.- attaché in goggles hanging out the bot-
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Spying
- On .-

. +* By William Safire,

", the pictures. _-

B Stansf\ield Turmner went before the Sen-
R T - .. Jpe.

- tom of a propeller plane taking snap- -

shots withra Brownie? .
The answer, provided by a person

who knows a lot about aerial espio- - -
nage, opens the way to a new chagrin: L
Central and Southern Africa, with lit--

tle industrialization and much natural

ground cover, is not the best area for ~ -

exclusively high work. For observing -
troop movements, guerrilla activity
and well-camouflaged atomic develop-
ment, nothing beats systernatic, tree-

- top-level surveillance by slow planes
.that can wander far from their official

flight plans.’ -
This implies that U.S. diplomatic
aircraft have been snapping away in

" Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, Tan-

zania and Zambia, not to mention the -
Horn of Africa. This means, too, that
the blundering *‘peace shuttles’’ of the
State Department’s Andy Young bri-
gade — attempting to coerce black and
white Rhodesians into handing power
over to terrorist Marxists and under-
cutting the anti-Communist Savimbi
forces in Angola who are fighting the
Cuban-supported Neto regime — have
not been a total loss. At least we have

My own reaction is relief that the

- C.LA. is still in business. Only last -
“week, just before South Africa’s public

blast, Director of Central Intelligence-

EtOf 1a B

‘play the game. -

STAT

“ate Intelligence Committee in secret

session to do the unthinkable: He left
the Senators with the impression that
he approved, for budget reasons, the
delay -of development of a new veri-
fication system to help counter our
monitoring loss in Iran. :

That session, at which the Director’s
demeanor was as angry and rattled as
his position was surprising, caused
three- Senators (count ’em three) to
call President Carter with strong com-
plaints about his C.1.A. chief.

At such a time, with the Annapolis
ring/knockers waffling at the heim,

. any news that the C.LA. has opera-
. tives in the field, alive and kicking, is

good news — even if they get caught
and cause some temporary embar-

- rassment. In spying’s long run, it mat-

ters not if you win or losg—- it’s if you
. I'cannot fault South Africa’s leaders
— botha them — for blowing the whis-

© tle, or for exposing our continent-wide
"operation in a way to embarrass Mr.

Carter’s ambassadors with black lead.
ers who hope to crush South Africa.
But Conservatives who understand

“the will of South Africans to defend the

nation they built over three centuries,
and who look forward to a Margaret
Thatcher victory in- Great Britain to
abort the U.S.-U.K. policy now sup-
porting the terrorists attacking Rho-

desia — we’re afflicted with cognitive

dissonance, too. -

Conservatives in both parties de-
manded a reassertion 6f America’s
human rights emphasis in the mid-
70’s, fought it with Kissinger and
taught it to Carter. Certainly we have
to encourage an end to apartheid in
South Africa. .o -

We're all of us, left and right, going
tohave tolive with the cognitive disso-

nance- that foreign policy irony de- -
mands. Spying is immoral but helpsus -
build the strength to count for some. |
thing in the world — and we can use -
- that strength to enharnce human free-

dom and to encourage the opening of

’ sogieties onvboth leftand right. sl
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